180.   LETTER TO S. E. STOKES

POST ANDHERI,
March 19, 1924

DEAR  FRIEND,

I got the registered packet1 on Sunday, and yesterday being
my first Monday of silence after admission to the Sassoon Hospital,
I was able to read both the papers.   The written memorandum I
am sending up as desired by you.   I found both to be useful and
instructive as giving me the mentality of one of whose impartiality
I am certain and whose opinions I value.   If I could but accept
your premises and your view of non-co-operation,  there is not
much with which I should disagree. I entirely endorse your opinion
that, if there is any Council-entry at all, it should not be for mere
obstruction.   On the contrary, we should take advantage of every-
thing good that may be offered by the Government measures and
endeavour to do our best to correct the evil in them.   Accepting
your reasoning, I would also endorse your view that the embargo
upon lawyers and law-courts should also be lifted.   But I think
that, perhaps, there is a fundamental difference between us as to
the interpretation and implications of non-violent non-co-operation
and, therefore, what appeared to you to be a dismal outlook on your
coming out of prison would not have set me thinking of other
means of getting rid of the paralysis which you felt" and saw had
overcome all Congress activities. I would have regarded it as a
necessary stage in the evolution of the public life of the country.
It would have been for me a rare  opportunity and -still rarer
privilege for redoubling my efforts and testing my faith in the
programme.   You have cited your own personal experiences and
naturally concluded that there was something wrong about the
programme in that the work that was patiently built by you and
your co-workers had been almost undone in a moment.   But there
is a saying among lawyers that hard cases make bad law.   Properly
applied, it is a sound truth. Paraphrased in religious terms, it means
that because, under some exceptional circumstances, departure from
religious truth may appear  to be advantageous, it furnishes no
ground for losing faith in the truth.   In your own case I would

1 This contained  "memorandums which put the case for Council-entry
more completely".